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FOR QUESTIONS AND FEEDBACK, PLEASE EMAIL US AT:  jamstats@pioj.gov.jm  
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JamStats is a database that captures information on  some of  Jamaica’s most critical social and econom ic indica-
tors. Using the DevInfo software developed by UNICE F, the Statistical Institute of Jamaica in partners hip with the 
Planning Institute of Jamaica (PIOJ), with support from UNICEF Jamaica, has created a comprehensive da tabase, 
which allows for tracking key development signposts . Integrated with Microsoft Office, JamStats is abl e to gener-
ate three types of presentations linked to the data base - tables, graphs and maps, along with reports that can be 
customized and formatted as required.  

“Managing for Development Results” (MfDR) 

involves using information to improve decision-

making and guide development efforts toward 
clearly defined goals. MfDR  applies the princi-

ples of Results Based Management (RBM) to 

development programmes, shifting the focus 

from monitoring how money is spent (inputs) to 
managing the results achieved.  

“Results-based monitoring and evaluation 

focuses attention on achieving outcomes, 

establishing goals and targets; it permits 
managers to identify and take action to cor-

rect weaknesses and to better support the 

development agenda .” 1 RBM therefore pro-
vides greater accountability and transparency in 

these programs.  

RBM methodology establishes a results chain 
which links activities to out-

comes. Appropriate indicators 

are selected to measure the 

results at each stage. 

Vision 2030 Jamaica—

National Development Plan                                                                                                       

utilizes this methodology. The 

results-based performance 
matrix proposes key performance indicators and 

targets for the National Outcomes and Goals. 

Baseline values have been established for 2007  
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In contribution to the sustainability of the JamStats School Implementation Programme (SIP), 28 members of the Core Curriculum 
and Professional Development Units of the Ministry of Education were trained in DevInfo Database Administration. 

Diagram 1- RBM  

Results Chain 

:Workshop photos courtesy of Mr. Clive Bowen, MOE 
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�  For more information on DevInfo activities worldwide,    visit www. Devinfo.org  

�  Visit DevInfo’s online database at www.devinfo.info  

The DevInfo SMS Data Server, which provides access to official UN human 
development data via Short Message Service (SMS), has been updated with 
the most recent MDG 2009 and UNICEF’s State of the World Children 
(SOWC) 2010 data. Users worldwide can now access the latest human de-
velopment data from their mobile phones by sending an SMS message and 
getting an instant reply from the DevInfo SMS Data Server. This service is 
available globally and works independent of the user’s mobile phone net-
work. Given the explosive growth in mobile telephone use across the globe, 
the DevInfo SMS Data Server helps to bridge key information gaps by pro-
viding mobile phone subscribers round-the-clock access to DevInfo data-

base technology from anywhere in the world. 

 To use this service, simply send an SMS message using keywords for the desired indicator, 
geographic area and time period (optional) – for example, “Nepal net enrolment 2007.” Then 
send the SMS message to the following number: +91 98108 94443. Within a few moments, the 
DevInfo SMS Database Server will return the following reply: “In 2007 in Nepal Net enrolment 
ratio (NER) in primary education was 76.5 Percent [UNSD_MDG_2009 Country Data] 1 of 3 
[Reply N=Next].” In this example, the SMS Data Server identified three data records that 
matched the query. To view the next record, simply reply “N”.  

The MICS Compiler was launched on 20 November 2009 at UNICEF's Global Monitoring and 
Evaluation Consultation meeting in New York 
City. As the name suggests, MICS Compiler 
compiles results from the Multiple Indicator 
Cluster Surveys (MICS) and makes them easily 
accessible to users through a user-friendly 
online interface (www.micscompiler.org).  

MICS is a UNICEF international household sur-
vey initiative designed to assist countries in col-
lecting and analyzing data in order to fill data 
gaps for monitoring the situation of children and 
women.  The application has been designed in 
collaboration with UNICEF and is based on 
DevInfo database technology. MICS Compiler 
allows users to search across surveys and indi-
cators, view results in the form of customizable 

tables and graphs, and view cross-country comparisons as well as analysis of individual coun-
tries.  

Visit the JamStats Website @ www.jamstats.gov.jm  

DevInfo SMS Data Server Updated with Latest MDG, SO WC Data 

MICS Compiler Launched Online to Disseminate Global  Data on Children and Women  
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Join the Jamaica User Group on di Forum 
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or the most recent year.  

As the  framework that provides strategic direction for  

Jamaica, the National Development Plan (NDP) presents 

an ideal opportunity to utilize JamStats for the storage and 

management of these indicators.  The DevInfo system was 

designed to allow database administrators to create cus-
tom frameworks assigning the appropriate indicators to 

Sectors, Goals and Outcomes.  

This long-term plan will be divided into more manageable, 
three–year, Medium Term Frameworks (MTFs), and each 

MTF will establish national priorities for the period.  The 

MTFs will provide a focused framework for monitoring pro-

gress on activities and evaluating their impact on overall 

progress to the National Outcomes and subsequently the 
National Goals. The JamStats database is therefore being 

retooled to better facilitate the comparison of actual results 

with the targets set for each phase of  the journey to 2030.  

The revised database will distinguish the actual data val-

ues from the planned ones thereby facilitating monitoring, 

reporting and dissemination of information on the progress 

towards achieving the outcomes and targets. DevInfo ver 

6.0 will also enable the production of  a standardized “Country Profile” - a graphical report on the Key 
Performance Indicators (KPIs) -; enhancing the policy review process by providing evidence for decision-

making.  

The main tasks ahead regarding indicator data management lie in the review and finalization of indicators 

by the Thematic Working Groups (see Diagram 2) and in building the capacity within the Ministries, De-
partments, and Agencies (MDAs) for  Results-based monitoring and evaluation (RBM&E) and DevInfo 

Database Administration.  ��������� 

  

References: 
1Planning Institute of Jamaica: Medium Term Socio-Economic Policy Framework 2009-12 

Diagram 2 - Institutional Framework for Implemen-
tation, Monitoring and Evaluation – Vision 2030 

Jamaica 
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16 Oxford Road                                                 Phone: 960-9339 
Kingston 5                                                          Fax:     906-5031                 
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CHILD RESEARCH CONFERENCE – KINGSTON JAMAICA 
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CARICOM CENSUSINFO AND DEVINFO WORKSHOPS — GEORGETO WN, GUYANA 
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Checking out 
the display 

�����������	
�����	

������������	���	
��������	����	
�����	������������	


